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Abstract

The present study aims to examine the role of architectural photography, whose visual
characteristics align with formal principles of layout design such as alignment, balance, and
rhythm, in shaping the visual structure of magazines. In this study, a number of international
magazines, purposively selected, have been analyzed to explore how architectural photographs are
used on their covers and inner pages. The method of analysis is as follows: first, each image is
examined independently in terms of its visual features and composition; then, its role in the overall
page structure and its relationship with other graphic elements are analyzed. Architecture
constructs space, while photography reinterprets it in a two-dimensional form. The photographer,
by choosing a specific viewpoint and framing, highlights certain parts of the structure and
eliminates others, thus creating a new narrative of space. Subsequently, the editorial designer, by
employing these images, shapes the layout and organizes the meaning and visual identity of the
publication. The research method is qualitative and descriptive—analytical in nature, and the data
have been collected based on observation and visual analysis of works. To facilitate understanding
of the analytical process, several sample images have also been provided as references. The results
indicate that in most of the magazines examined, architectural imagery is not merely a decorative
element, but rather the main foundation of composition and the guiding factor of the viewer’s
gaze, ultimately becoming the carrier of meaning and the graphic identity of the publication.

Keywords: Architectural Photography, Magazine Layout, Graphic Design, Global
Magazines.
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! Janet Froelich

2 Real Simple

3 Design is at the forefront of establishing a relationship with the reader. It telegraphs the content, spirit and
forward-thinking qualities of the publication and gives the reader an instant relationship with the spirit of the
magazine
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