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Abstract

In the paintings of the Safavid era, due to the influences and intellectual atmosphere of the Shiite
era, as well as the support of the Safavid rulers for artists, especially Shiite painters in the
manuscript workshops of the court, a large part of the themes of the manuscripts painted in the
workshops consisted of concepts and themes that were illustrated based on Shiite narrations.
Among these works is the version of the Falnameh of Imam Sadiq (AS) or the Falnameh of
Tahmasbi, which was illustrated in Qazvin during the reign of Shah Tahmasb, and which
illustrates a large part of Shiite themes and contains many symbols that are shaped in accordance
with Shiite narrations and hadiths and the beliefs of the people of that time. Research questions:
According to Shiite narrations, how and with what symbols did Safavid period painters illustrate
the Falnameh manuscript? What was the main goal of Shiite painters in illustrating the Falnameh
manuscript of Tahmasbi, apart from the practical aspect of the Falnameh (fortune-telling)?
Research Objectives: To study the symbols used in the Shiite paintings of the Tahmasbi version
of the Falnameh and to determine what the symbols used are in accordance with the Shiite
narrations in the Islamic religion. This research is conducted using a descriptive and analytical
method, relying on library (documentary) studies. The findings show that Safavid period painters,
in order to advance their goals of spreading pure Shiite ideas, in accordance with existing
narrations, illustrated court manuscripts using a variety of symbols that they cultivated in their
creative minds. In most of the Tahmasbi Falnamehes, one can witness the use of various types of
human or animal symbols (the lion symbol in the image of the Prophet's (PBUH) Ascension) to
plant symbols (cypress trees, salimis, and pendants in the image of the Qadamgah of Imam Reza
(PBUH)) and geometric symbols (the Quran and the altar in the Qadamgah image), and even
combined symbols such as angels and Buraq in the image of the Prophet's (PBUH) Ascension.
The main goal of Shiite painters, by resorting to various symbols in the Shiite paintings of the
Tahmasbi version of the Falnameh, especially in the two paintings in question, was to depict their
paintings in a more propaganda manner and to promote the Shiite religion, based on Shiite
narrations and hadiths, rather than a purely spiritual and mystical event.
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