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Abstract
This article examines the role of the Tree of Life as a symbol of humanity’s desire for immortality

in Darren Aronofsky’s film The Fountain, from the perspective of the philosopher Miguel de
Unamuno. Unamuno, with an existentialist outlook and an emphasis on the dual nature of human
existence, considers consciousness as the basis of individuality and, through it, seeks to explain
the necessity of human immortality. He consistently reflects on personal identity and argues that

this concern arises from humanity’s innate longing for eternal life .The Tree of Life carries distinct

meanings across various contexts and has been employed in science, religion, philosophy,
mythology, and other domains. It is commonly depicted as a richly branching tree, symbolizing
the interconnectedness of all life on Earth. This study seeks to answer the question of how the Tree
of Life, as a symbol of the human desire for immortality, is represented in The Fountain from

Unamuno’s perspective.The research explores the symbolic and mythological dimensions of the

Tree of Life and its connection to the fountain within artistic contexts. Employing a descriptive—
analytical method, information was collected through library-based research, online sources,
theses, and academic articles. By analyzing classical texts and works of art, the concepts associated
with this symbol were examined. The findings indicate that the human desire for immortality has
deep psychological and existential roots, which Aronofsky effectively conveys in his film. As a
central element in mythological belief systems, the Tree of Life is closely linked to creation,
vitality, and the dynamic nature of the fountain, and together they function as symbols of eternal
life and the connection between different realms in both artistic and religious traditions.
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