J l Apadana Institute of
Higher Education

Analysis of the Iranian luster Apothecary jar in the transition from the
Seljuk to the Ilkhanid Eras

Khatereh nikanmehr * Master of Islamic Art, University of Kashan, Iran

Master’s Student of Art Research, Apadana

Ali nikanmehr Institute of Higher Education, Shiraz, Iran

Abstract

Coinciding with the Islamic Middle Ages, pharmacology was recognized as a distinct branch of
medical science. The impact of this can perhaps be attributed to the publication and translation of
books related to pharmaceutical sciences on the one hand and the prevalence of production,
manufacture, and export of pottery in the form of apothecary jars on the other hand during this
period. This research attempts to describe and examine the formal characteristics and decorative
motifs of these vessels, considering the large number of luster apothecary jars in the Islamic
Middle Ages and the importance of Iran as one of the origins of the luster technique, and to search
for the relationship between the patterns and use of this form of pottery in the Seljuk to Ilkhanid
periods. The aim of the research is to analyze the luster apothecary jars as one of the less studied
forms among the apothecary jars, which has been carried out in a descriptive-analytical manner
and by collecting information using a library method. The findings of this study show that the
luster medicine jars of Iran had a concave cylindrical shape that was often used to store dry
medicinal materials. A wide range of decorative motifs, including human motifs, especially female
motifs, plant motifs, composite animals such as harpies, animal motifs such as hunting animals,
and inscriptions with prayer themes in Arabic or poems in Persian, characterize the decorations of
this group of medicine jars. The focus of the manufacturing and production of luster medicine jars
was the city of Kashan, and no meaningful relationship was found between the decorative motifs
or the content of the inscriptions on the artifacts and the general use of medicine jars.
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