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Abstract

Human beings have always needed a firm sense of meaning and purpose in order to
continue their lives; for this reason, various intellectual movements have emerged in pursuit of
discovering and explaining the meaning of life. Among these movements, nihilism became
prominent after the World Wars and humanity’s confrontation with death. This concept was first
introduced by Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche, with components such as the collapse of values and
the idea of the “death of God.” In Iran, events such as the 1953 coup d’état, along with political
and social pressures and widespread censorship, created a suffocating atmosphere in the country’s
intellectual and literary environment. Under such circumstances, many writers were compelled to
turn to translation, which consequently exposed them to nihilistic thought. This study examines
the intellectual climate and literary works of Iran from the 1940s to the 1980s, with a particular
emphasis on the manifestations of nihilistic elements in the short stories of Gholam-Hossein
Sa‘edi—a writer who pays special attention to profound and complex human concerns such as
death-awareness, meaninglessness, futility, despair, pessimism, fear, and loneliness. Another
primary aim is to explore the expressions of this school of thought in the collection Grave and
Cradle. The research method is descriptive—analytical, and the data have been gathered through
library studies and credible sources. Ultimately, the findings demonstrate that Sa‘edi’s works not
only reflect Iran’s social and political conditions, but also depict nihilistic concepts on both
individual and collective levels through the form of the short story.
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