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Abstract

The recurrence of structurally and semantically analogous visual symbols across geographically
and historically unconnected ancient civilizations presents a persistent theoretical challenge within
cultural anthropology, semiotics, and art history. Motifs such as the sun, serpent, tree of life, bird,
eye, and fire emerge in ancient Iran, Egypt, Mesopotamia, India, China, and pre-Columbian
America despite the absence of demonstrable direct contact in several historical phases. This
cross-cultural convergence raises a fundamental question: are such symbolic correspondences
primarily the result of diffusion and historical exchange, or do they reflect universal cognitive and
archetypal structures underlying human symbolic production?

While previous scholarship has tended to privilege either diffusionist explanations or universalist
psychological models, few studies have systematically integrated biological, cognitive, structural,
and cultural variables within a unified analytical framework. Addressing this gap, the present
study advances a multidimensional explanatory model for shared visual symbolism. Employing a
descriptive—analytical methodology grounded in documentary research, thematic synthesis, and
comparative analysis, the study draws upon interdisciplinary sources in archaeology, structural
anthropology, semiotics, evolutionary theory, and analytical psychology.

The analysis is organized around five complementary theoretical axes: (1) evolutionary-biological
constraints shaping perceptual salience; (2) semiotic mechanisms governing sign formation and
meaning stabilization; (3) structural anthropological binary patterning in human cognition; (4)
archetypal configurations within the collective unconscious; and (5) networks of cultural
transmission and inter civilizational exchange. Findings suggest that symbolic convergence cannot
be reduced to a single causal vector; rather, it emerges from the interaction between embodied
cognition, shared environmental experience, universal cognitive structuring processes, and
historically contingent patterns of contact and diffusion.

Comparative examination reveals that beneath superficial iconographic variation, recurrent motifs
display homologous semantic architectures rooted in analogous existential concerns—Ilife, death,
fertility, power, transcendence, and cosmological order. The study therefore argues for
reconceptualizing shared visual symbolism as a complex adaptive cultural phenomenon produced
through the dynamic interplay of cognitive universals and socio-historical particularities.

By proposing an integrative theoretical model, this research contributes to ongoing debates
concerning universality versus cultural specificity in symbolic systems and provides a conceptual
framework for future cross-cultural and interdisciplinary investigations of visual meaning-making
in ancient societies.
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