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Abstract

This study aims to identify and analyze the concept of “hidden geometry” in Iranian painting, with
a particular focus on illustrations from the Shiraz School of the 8th century AH. Hidden geometry
refers to the fundamental structural principles that artists employ without explicitly depicting
them, organizing pictorial compositions based on geometric schemes such as the golden rectangle,
the spiral (volute) pattern, and interlaced geometric motifs. The research adopts a descriptive—
analitical methodology, and data are collected through library research, visual analysis, and both
qualitative and quantitative approaches. The statistical population consists of two selected
illustrations from the Shahnameh of Ferdowsi, which were purposively chosen and comparatively
analized against geometric frameworks. The findings indicate that Shiraz painters, through the use
of hidden geometry, created coherent, purposeful, and meaning-laden compositions that establish
an internal unity among visual elements. This geometry not only functions as a formal organizing
principle but also facilitates the transmission of symbolic meanings and the movement from
apparent multiplicity toward conceptual unity. The comparative analysis of the selected samples
further demonstrates that, although the Shiraz School is characterized by simplicity and
regionalism, it simultaneously employs precise geometric principles and golden proportions in
page layout and figure composition. This feature contributed to the later flourishing of Persian
painting during the Timurid and Safavid periods.
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