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Abstract

As one of the most prominent minimalist artists, Richard Serra not only redefines matter and form
with his large-scale environmental works, but also imposes a new experience of spatial perception
and physical interaction with the environment on the audience. Serra’s works, with their gigantic
scale, use of industrial materials, and intelligent organization of space, break the boundaries
between sculpture, architecture, and environmental graphics, and invite the audience to a new
understanding of presence, movement, and time in the context of public spaces. The present study,
with an analytical approach, seeks to identify and explain the minimalist components present in
the elements of Richard Serra’s environmental graphics. To this end, first the theoretical
background of minimalism and its place in contemporary art are reviewed, and then selected works
of Serra are analyzed from the perspective of form, material, scale, and spatial experience. The
results of this study show that Serra’s minimalism is not limited to visual simplification, but rather,
through the elimination of ornamentation, emphasis on pure geometry, use of raw materials, and
creation of unconventional scales, he creates a meta-perceptual and interactive experience; an
experience that forces the audience to discover meaning through physical and sensory movement
within the space, not through visual signs, but in the lived flow of their presence. The findings
indicate that the formal and conceptual components of Serra’s works can be considered a
theoretical and practical model for contemporary environmental graphic design.
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