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Abstract

The present study, entitled “A Comparative Analysis of Mythological and Religious Motifs in the
Seven-Color Tileworks of Afif-Abad and Eram Gardens in Shiraz: A Case Study of the Narratives
of Rostam and Sohrab and Joseph and Zuleikha,” investigates the representation of epic and
religious narratives within the visual structure of seven-color tile paintings in these two historical
complexes. As one of the significant manifestations of Iranian decorative arts, seven-color tiles
possess not only aesthetic values but also function as a medium for conveying cultural, religious,
and narrative concepts. The aim of this research is to identify and analyze the formation of motifs,
symbolic elements, and visual narrative strategies in the representation of two narratives: the battle
of Rostam and Sohrab from Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh and the story of Joseph and Zuleikha, depicted
in the seven-color tileworks of Afif-Abad and Eram Gardens in Shiraz.The research employs a
descriptive-analytical method with a comparative approach. Data were collected through library
studies, visual observation, and the analysis of selected visual samples. The analytical criteria
include visual elements, composition, color, signs, and symbolic features embedded in the tile
motifs. The findings indicate that both collections employ a shared visual language in the
organization of elements, color application, and narrative representation to convey their thematic
concepts; however, the narrative of Rostam and Sohrab is primarily based on mythological, heroic,
and tragic concepts, whereas the narrative of Joseph and Zuleikha reflects religious, ethical, and
mystical meanings.The results demonstrate that these seven-color tileworks, through the
integration of literature, mythology, religion, and visual arts, have played a significant role in
preserving and transmitting cultural memory and the visual identity of Iranian art. The motifs
employed in these works function beyond decorative elements and serve as carriers of
multilayered cultural meanings and narratives.
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1. tiles of seven colors
2. Afifabad garden

3. Eram garden

4. symbol
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