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Abstract

This study, entitled "An Analytical Study of the Function of Literary Adaptation in the Design of
Iranian Film Posters,” examines the role of literary adaptation as a bridge between Persian
literature and the visual arts. Employing a descriptive—analytical approach within a qualitative
research framework, and based on case study and historical research methods, the study
investigates the influence of different modes of adaptation—including free, faithful, and literal
adaptation—on the visual and artistic characteristics of Iranian film posters. The research
population consists of Iranian film posters, with particular emphasis on the posters of two selected
films, The Cow and The Postman, directed by Dariush Mehrjui. The findings indicate that the
tendency toward literary adaptation in Iranian cinema has been accompanied by indigenous
symbolism and visual innovation, thereby reinforcing cultural identity. At the same time, it has
faced challenges such as censorship, legal restrictions, star-centered marketing strategies, and a
decline in creative expression. The results further demonstrate that literary adaptation has
functioned as a creative strategy in the design of Iranian film posters, enriching their semantic
depth while strengthening the relationship between literature, cinema, and the visual arts.
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1. literary adaptation
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