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Abstract

Bakhtiari handwoven textiles are among the most distinguished manifestations of Iran’s
indigenous art, valued not only for their functional purposes but also for their coherent system of
visual elements and compositional principles. This study aims to analyze the visual structure of
Bakhtiari handwoven motifs based on the fundamental components of visual arts. The research
adopts a descriptive—analytical approach, and data were collected through library research and the
examination of selected samples of Bakhtiari handwoven textiles. The motifs were analyzed in
terms of the elements and principles of visual arts, including line, shape, form, color, texture,
rhythm, balance, symmetry, contrast, and composition. The findings indicate that the visual
structure of these motifs is rooted in the interaction between nature, cultural beliefs, and the
traditional lifestyle of the Bakhtiari people. Moreover, the deliberate use of formal relationships,
visual geometry, repetition, and variation has contributed to the formation of a distinctive and
coherent visual identity in these handwoven textiles. The aesthetic qualities of these motifs also
demonstrate significant potential for reinterpretation in contemporary visual arts, particularly in
graphic design, illustration, and pattern design. The results suggest that the structural analysis of
Bakhtiari handwoven motifs not only enhances the understanding of the visual characteristics of
indigenous art but also provides a valuable foundation for incorporating the Bakhtiari visual
heritage into contemporary creative practices.
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