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Abstract

The kilims of Bijar, Kurdistan, are among the most distinguished manifestations of Iran's
indigenous textile art. Beyond their aesthetic value, they embody a significant part of the region's
folklore culture, collective beliefs, and ethnic identity. Although numerous studies have examined
the technical and decorative characteristics of kilims, the relationship between the visual structure
of their motifs and the components of folklore culture has received limited analytical attention.
Accordingly, the present study investigates how folklore culture is reflected in the visual structure
of the motifs found in Bijar Kurdish kilims. The primary objective of this research is to analyze
the visual characteristics of these motifs and to explain their relationship with the beliefs, rituals,
and folk traditions of the people of Kurdistan. The main research question is: How does the visual
structure of the motifs in Bijar Kurdish kilims represent the concepts and components of folklore
culture? This study adopts a qualitative approach using a descriptive—analytical research method.
Data were collected through library research, documentary sources, ethnographic literature, and
the examination of selected samples of Bijar kilims. The findings indicate that the visual elements
of the motifs—including geometric forms, rhythm, repetition, color, symmetry, and
composition—serve not merely decorative purposes but also reflect concepts rooted in folklore
culture, traditional lifestyles, ritual beliefs, and the cultural memory of the Kurdish community.
Consequently, the visual structure of Bijar kilims can be regarded as a coherent system of cultural
signs that preserves indigenous identity while offering considerable potential for reinterpretation
and application in contemporary visual arts and visual design.
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1. Animal Motifs

2. Geometric Motifs
3. Symbolic Motifs
4. Composite Motifs
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