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Abstract

Illustration and book cover design are among the significant elements of visual communication in
children’s and young adults’ books, playing an important role in attracting the audience’s
attention, conveying concepts, and shaping their initial perception of the content. As one of Iran’s
most important cultural and artistic institutions, the Institute for the Intellectual Development of
Children and Young Adults (IIDCYA) has produced and published valuable works in the field of
children’s literature and illustration across different decades. The present study examines and
compares the visual structure of children’s book covers and illustrative works published by the
Institute during the 2000s and 2010s, with the aim of identifying their similarities and differences.
The main objective is to comparatively analyse the visual characteristics of these works and
investigate the formation and development of their visual language across the two decades under
study. The primary research question concerns the characteristics of the visual structure of
children’s book covers and illustrative works produced by the Institute during these decades, as
well as the similarities and differences between them. In terms of purpose, this research is
fundamental, while methodologically it adopts a qualitative, descriptive-analytical, and
comparative approach. Data were collected through library and documentary research, drawing
on written sources and selected visual samples. The works were analysed according to criteria
including the visual characteristics of character creation, line, composition and form, colour, and
their relationship to the historical and cultural context of each period. The findings indicate that,
despite shared characteristics in the use of visual language, the works differ in the organisation of
visual elements, modes of visual narration, and approaches to execution. Furthermore, a
comparison of the two decades reveals significant developments and increasing diversity in the
visual expression and cover design of the Institute’s publications.
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