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Abstract

The theatre poster, as one of the important forms of visual communication, not only serves to
introduce a theatrical production but also plays a significant role in conveying concepts, engaging
audiences, and shaping the visual identity of the production. In this context, photomontage can
function beyond a mere technical method and serve as a means of shaping conceptual expression
and generating meaning within the poster. Michal Batory, a Polish graphic designer, is among the
artists who have developed a distinctive visual language in theatre poster design through the use
of photography, photomontage, incongruous combinations of visual elements, and metaphorical
and surreal approaches. The present study aims to analyze the role of photomontage in shaping
conceptual expression in Michal Batory’s theatre posters. The research is fundamental in terms of
its purpose and employs a descriptive-analytical method with a qualitative approach. The research
population consists of Michal Batory’s theatre posters, from which selected examples were
purposefully chosen and analyzed based on criteria including the combination and transformation
of visual elements, the creation of metaphorical relationships, composition, the interaction
between image and typography, and the process of meaning-making. The findings indicate that
photomontage in Batory’s works is not merely decorative or technical; rather, through the
juxtaposition of incongruous elements, transformation of the context and function of objects,
creation of metaphorical relationships, and formation of unexpected visual situations, it becomes
a means of conveying concepts and generating multiple layers of meaning. Furthermore, the
interaction between imagery, typography, and negative space enhances conceptual interpretation
and encourages the viewer’s intellectual engagement. The results demonstrate that Batory uses
photomontage strategically to establish a conceptual relationship between the subject matter of a
theatrical production and the visual structure of the poster, guiding the audience toward the
discovery and interpretation of meaning through visual coding, metaphor, and associative
relationships.
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